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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 130509 

JOINT STATE/DEEENSE MESSAGE 
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TAGS: MILL TW 

SUBJECT: CONTINUING DOD PERSONNEL REDUCTIONS: PRESS 
GUIDANCE 

1 . USG SPOKESMAN SHOULD NOT VOLUNTEER ANY INEORMATION 
ON CONTINUING DOD PERSONNEL REDUCTIONS ON TAIWAN (SEPTEL). 

IE REPORTERS INQUIRE ABOUT REDUCTIONS, SPOKESMAN SHOULD 
RESPOND DRAWING UPON THE EOLLOWING Q'S AND A'S. 
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2. Q: WHAT CAN YOU TELL ME ABOUT PLANS EOR FURTHER 
MILITARY REDUCTIONS ON TAIWAN? 

-—A: THE GRADUAL REDUCTIONS IN DOD PERSONNEL THAT HAVE 
BEEN OCCURING EOR THE PAST LIVE YEARS WILL CONTINUE AS 
EORESEEN IN THE SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE. 
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— Q: WHAT IS OUR TROOP STRENGTH ON TAIWAN NOW? 

— A: THERE ARE ABOUT 1,000 DOD CIVILIAN AND MILITARY 
PERSONNEL ON TAIWAN PEREORMING LIAISON, COMMUNICATIONS 
AND SUPPORT EUNCTIONS. (ALTER THE NUMBER OE DOD PERSONNEL 
FALLS BELOW 800, THIS ANSWER SHOULD BE ALTERED TO READ 
"ABOUT 750".) THE U.S. DOES NOT HAVE ANY COMBAT FORCES 
ON TAIWAN AND HAS NOT HAD ANY SINCE 1975 WHEN THE LAST U.S. 

F-4 SQUADRON WAS WITHDRAWN. 

— Q: HOW MANY DOD PERSONNEL WILL BE ON TAIWAN BY THE 
END OF THE YEAR? 

— A: THERE WILL BE FEWER DOD CIVILIAN AND MILITARY 
PERSONNEL, BUT I CAN NOT GIVE YOU AN APPROXIMATE FIGURE. 

— Q: WILL ANY UNITS BE ELIMINATED? 

— A: THERE HAS BEEN NO DECISION TO ELIMINATE TDC, 

MAAG OR ANY OTHER SIGNIFICANT UNIT, BUT IT IS POSSIBLE 
THAT SOME SMALL SUPPORT UNITS MAY LEAVE TAIWAN. 

— Q: WHAT DO THE REDUCTIONS MEAN FOR THE U.S. POLICY 
OF NORMALIZATION? 
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— A: THE REDUCTIONS ARE PART OF A GRADUAL PROCESS. 

THEY ARE BEING CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SHANGHAI 
COMMUNIQUE. 

— Q: WHY ARE THESE REDUCTIONS OCCURING WHEN THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT HAS STATED THAT WITH THE EXCEPTION OF GROUND 
FORCE WITHDRAWALS FROM KOREA, THE U.S. IS NOT GOING TO 
REDUCE ANY OF ITS COMBAT FORCES IN ASIA? 

— A: AS I SAID, WE DO NOT HAVE ANY COMBAT FORCES ON 
TAIWAN. THESE REDUCTIONS INVOLVE ONLY CIVILIAN AND 
MILITARY PERSONNEL IN NON-COMBAT UNITS. 

3. SPOKESMEN SHOULD NOT GO BEYOND THIS GUIDANCE. ANY 
OTHER QUESTIONS SHOULD BE TURNED ASIDE BY ASKING THAT 
THE REPORTER'S NEWS AGENCY RAISE THE QUESTION IN 
WASHINGTON. 

VANCE 
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